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"My gardening
dream came true!

Gardening has always been
a passion of mum-of-three Fiona
Cadwallader, 56, from Canterbury,
Kent, but she never thougit
she'd end up exhibiting at the
most famous flower show of all.
7 lowe my annual visit to the
Chelsea Flower Show. With
its sunshine, scents and
I stunning displays, it's the
epitorme of summer. But this year, it
wis dfferent because, amazingly, one
ofthe garders on show was my own.

I'va always been a keen gandenst
and when | first got married and was
working as an interlor designer, I'd
spend as much tms &3 possible in
aur tiny north-facing garden. | soon
realised that careful combinations of
plants and shrubs can result in lowly
creations and | wanted to learm maore.
5o | enmolled on a year-long counse
at the English Gardening School.

When we moved to a house with
a bxigger garden thres years later,
| weas abilke to let my creathity flow,
rmaking a minlature version of
aformal garden found in stately
homes. &s it took shape, clients
who came for interor consultations
b=gan asking if | could design their
garders, teo. Before long, | had
axpanded my business to cover bath
Interors and outdeor spaces, and
| apened up my garden to the public
twikce a year to ralse money for the
Mational Gandens Scheme.

Cine day, a visitor ssked IfI'd
thought abaout apphying to the Chelsea
Flower Show. I'd never consldered
taking part in something so grand.
But when other people ako
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mentionsd it, | decided to ghve it go.
After talling to my husband, Patrick,
| began designing my garden. | lowe
peostry and wanted to creats a postry
loweers” garden filled with inspiring lime,
leman, white, blue and purple flowers,
The idea was that visitors could sit
on a chalse kngue under the shade
of lime tress, reading their poetry
bk et to a calming waterfall.
Cine of the Royal Hortlcultural
Sockehy’s approved contractars agreed
to help bulld it and once I'd put
together the drawings, plans and
plant lists, | submitted my application.

What follvwed was an agonising
three-month walt but, finally, in
Mowermnber last year, | recehvedan
email — my design had been accepted!
| was thrilled. That evening, Patrick
and | drank Champagne, but we
weren't allvwed to tell amyons until
the news was formally announced
in December Once it was, Patrick
wias 50 proud that he put a sketch
of the garden into the Christmes
carks we sent to family and friends.
Preparation for the show took over
iy life. | had endless meetings with
contractors, travelled the country
Insp=cting trees, shrubs and flowers
and, when the ims cams, | had just
10 days to assemble the garden.
It was terrifying knowing that
rmzre than 1600300 people would
se my creation, but the - K
Chekea Flower Show v“" *
Is the Holy Grail for
garden=rs, and
=0 having mry
own design on
display was the
st unbelievable
feeling?
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Whien Jenny Temry left school with
few qualifications, she felt like shed
failed. Mow the 34-year-old single

mum frem Brightan, East Sussex, is
set to graduate with flying colours.

(4 7 hen | step forward
1o recetve my degres
\\ In a few weaks’
time, I'll struggle to

contain my ematons. I'm so proudto be
showing my daughitsr that her futurs
can be as bright &s she wants it to be.
| hated school and left with just four
GCSEs. Ayear later, though, | decided
to go to college to do A levels and,
although | was thriled to get & place to
study psycholegy at Susses University,
| struggled from the start. | was the
first in rry family to go on to higher
education and couldn't get it out of
iy h=ad that unbversity wasn't forthe
likes of me. | dreaded going to lectures
or being asked to speak in seminars.
Then, two months after starting
iy course, my dad was diagnossd
with cancer and passed away shortly
afterevards. His death affected me deaply
and | left midway through the first year
I found a job in recruttrment, which
didn’t excite me and | drifted on. In
2000, my

daughter Bella ‘Going
was baorm, which Illli\l‘l'\il"l-
gave me a new ; S
purpose. | split lhl".::- ['ve
with her father ;
b=fore she was ons and put my

anangy Into loxkng after her
But feelings about my falled
university carssr resurfaced. | wanted
to do something meaningful and didn't
want Bela to grow up thinking, &s |
had, that unhversty and a caresr were
only options for other people.
My inter=st in peychology hadn't

. waned, so, 5t3, |appliedto doa

thres-year course atthe University
of Brighton. To my delight, | was
accepted and sscured grants
avallable for single parents.
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In Septembsr 2004, just as Bella
started school, | embarked on my
degres. Setting foot on campus, | was
nervous: would | be able to cope with
the work and being an older studert?
But this ims, | felt at home iImmediatehy

Bella and | setled inte a routine.
Mast of iy work could be done during
the day and | was able to pick up

Bella from school and spend time
wiith har. On the rare occaslons | had
events, she went to the breakfast

or after-school
back to chubs, It was
3 T o challenging,
15 the Ilt‘\! i e
ever 1_|u|'|1: It wrork

1 studi=d hard,
wiiting essays through the night as

Bella slept. but 'm on courss for

a first-class degree, and I've been
accepted to do a masters degree in
ressarch peychology at the Unheersity
of Cheford. My ultimate goalis to
lecture and work in research.

Going back to unhversity ks the best
thing I've ever done. My family ks so
proud of me, and when | sccept my
degres, I'll think of my dad, too. He
once tokd me he'd be proud of me
whatever | did &s long as | was happy
—and I'm happler than Pve ever been! oy
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